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Clear the path for a new trail
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The Upland Area Greenways
Association (UAGA) has a vision for a more walkable community starting with a new bike
trail and bike race, according to
Carl Daudt, a board member of
the UAGA.
The vision began in 2010
when the idea of putting a
bike trail in Upland was first
brought up. It has been many
years in the making, but the
UAGA is proud to say that the
first mile of the Detamore Trailhead is open to the public as
of Oct. 11.
“We view this (as) only the
beginning,” Daudt said. “This
is only a one-mile trail to begin
with, but it’s a starting point.”
The UAGA invited people
from the community to come
participate in a celebration for
the new trail, and to take a step
to further the organization’s vision for the future.
The organization wants to
better help the Upland community, and they have several goals in mind to fulfil their
vision.
“One (goal) is to make Upland
a more walkable community in
its own right, seeing students
out on the road, seeing people
walking in the community,” Ron
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Upland Area Greenways Association opened a new trail on Oct. 11, and held a bike race on Oct. 12.

Sutherland, president of the
UAGA, said. “We have a vision
for an eight-mile trail around
Upland someday, and the one
we are dedicating is step one.”
Another goal of the organization is to have every Upland
resident to be within three
blocks of a trail, Daudt said.

They also dream of connecting
a trail in Upland with the Cardinal Greenway, a 60-mile trail
system, to fill in the 12-mile gap
between Gaston and Jonesboro.
The UAGA wants to encourage people in the community to
go for a walk or bike ride and
to engage with others who also

live in the Upland area.
“There are two aspects of
what I really love about Indiana,” Sutherland said. “Indiana
has its own natural beauty . .
. the other part is to have our
community engaging in one
another, with one another and
have a place where that can
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Taylor social work department has been named first in Indiana by SocialWorkDegree.org.
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start to happen.”
UAGA also sponsored an
eight-mile bike ride the day after the trail dedication, the first
of its kind that the organization has ever held. Daudt said
that Upland has always been a
community that is interested

This year Taylor was recognized for having the number
one social work program in Indiana, and the sixth best program nationwide.
These rankings are found
through the organization SocialWorkDegree.org.
“ We’ve re s e a rche d a nd
ranked 413 Council for Social
Work Education (CSWE)-accredited schools based on tuition and salary data to help
you launch your social work career,” SocialWorkDegree wrote
on their website.

As SocialWorkDegree is an
organization dedicated solely to ranking social work programs in universities, Taylor’s
rankings in this system reflects
well for the program.
Cathy Harner, the social work
department chair, echoed this
optimism and positivity towards the program.
“For many years, we have
been told by practicum supervisors and employers that our
students are more prepared for
the profession than students
from other programs,” Harner said. “We believe that our
students embrace the learning
in an effort to take the love of
Christ into a world in desperate
need of grace.”
The department looks to

prepare students for challenges found outside the University
and to do so with a Gospel-centered attitude.
Harner even states that Taylor has a program that rivals
highly accredited schools.
“Our program has rigorous
expectations — far higher than
our external accrediting body
requires,” Harner said. “Our
students rise to meet and often exceed these expectations.
Our students are the ones to
be commended for making our
program shine.”
As students learn the ins and
outs of social work in the classroom, they are also required
to complete 30 hours of volunteer work during their time at

What do a candlemaker, a nail
technician and a photographer
have in common? They are a
few of over 20 vendors to be
featured at Shop the Loop, an
event hosted by the communication department’s event
and venue planning class, PBR
455. The event will be held on
Wednesday, Oct. 23 from 6 – 9
p.m. in the LaRita Boren Campus Center.
Other services and products
to be showcased at Shop the
Loop include handmade macramé items, pottery, journals,
jewelry, nail services and thrifted clothing, among several other creative student businesses.
Payment methods for each vendor will vary, so bringing cash
or downloading Venmo is recommended. There will also be

FIRST continues on Page 2

free donuts, cider and chai for
all who attend the event.
Junior Leah Selk, one of the
event and venue planning students bringing this event to life,
said all of the proceeds from
the vendors reserving booths
will go toward those affected by Hurricane Dorian in the
Bahamas.
“A huge part of our event is
raising relief funds for the Bahamian students on campus, so
we’re trying to meet emotional
and physical needs for the Bahamian students,” Selk said. “So
I think (going to Shop the Loop)
is both supporting people’s
products and showing the Bahamian students that we care
about the tragedy that struck
their home.”
Selk came up with the idea
to host an event for student
businesses after attending Upland’s Farmers Market. Seeing
the vendors’ products reminded her how many students she
SHOP continues on Page 2
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Senior Rachel Chambers makes jewelry for Shop the Loop.
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“Despair is just another version of denial.”
Sky News anchor David Blevins speaks to
journalism class
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TU addresses security

Gun violence spurs
safety discussion
Madi Turpin
and Kipp Miller
News Editor
& Staff Writer

With the number of mass shootings skyrocketing over the past
decade, Taylor is taking precautionary measures through the
distribution of a campus-wide
safety video.
Gun Violence Archive reported 337 mass shootings have occurred as of Oct. 15. Out of that
number, there have been at
least 76 incidents of gunfire on
school grounds, according to
Everytown for Gun Safety.
Chief of Police Jeff Wallace
stated many people within the
Taylor community have worked
to establish a precautionary
safety video. He said the video
features a run, hide and fight
technique featured by the Department of Homeland Security. The video is expected to be
released sometime this month.
Wallace also wants the community to feel safe on Taylor’s campus.
“We go to where the problem is and address that problem,” Wallace said. “TU Alert is a
big part of the process because
you need to let the community
know so that they can be alert
if something is going on involving their safety.”
Even still, Wallace is concerned about people’s’ lack of
understanding surrounding the
term “lockdown.” He said most
active shooter scenarios are
taking place outdoors, which
makes it harder for people to
find a place of safety. To him, it
makes more sense to seek cover.
Yet some students remain
concerned. Sophomore Amanda Hotte is from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and knows survivors
of the Stoneman Douglas High
School shooting in 2018. She
feels Taylor should talk about

TRAIL continued from
in biking, both long trails and
short trails.
The bike race was first
brought up when Scott Berger, a member of the IU medical
system, came to a meeting. He
proposed a bike race with the
opening of the new trail, wanting to see if UAGA would be willing to host it, Sutherland said.
UAGA held the timed bike
race on Oct. 12. Each biker
started at a different time, racing against the clock instead of
each other.
The organization also hopes
to hold more races in the future
as part of their vision to make
Upland a better place to live.
“We have a dream long-term
to do more events like that,

FIRST continued from
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Chief of Police Jeff Wallace aims to establish a safe community.

gun violence more.
“It’s an epidemic, and it is
happening far too frequently,”
Hotte said.
Hotte thinks there should
be meetings on campus to talk
about what the Taylor community can do to help places affected by gun violence.
Sophomore Linnea Solak also
believes that the community
should be aware of what’s happening not just in the country,
but what’s occurring on a local scale. She stated that people should also be careful not
to live in a spirit of fear.
“We shouldn’t be naive, but
it also shouldn’t be a constant fear in our lives,” Solak
said. “We’re called not to fear,
so being aware without being constantly afraid can be a
good balance.”
Wallace is aware of the prevalence of gun violence that has
been consuming the country.
Gun violence on school property has become a concern across
America since the incident at
Columbine High School in 1999,
and officers like Wallace believe

that the overarching piece on
this issue is that everybody
has a personal responsibility
to their community.
According to Wallace, the
police department at Taylor
provides a front layer of 24/7 security and works closely with local law enforcement. Even still,
he states the department is only
part of the solution. The people
of Upland contribute as well.
“If you see something, say
something,” Wallace said .
“The community is our eyes
and ears.”
Wallace also said he values
the students and faculty of Taylor and the relationships the
department holds with them.
He believes open communication between law enforcement
and local individuals encourages trust.
“We are there for (the Taylor
community) and we’ve worked
hard to form an equal relationship where there’s trust mutual ways,” Wallace said. “I want
to see that continue. And that
starts with communication.”
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor for organizations such
as churches, schools and mental health facilities.
Current and future Taylor
students can look forward to
studying social work at Taylor
for several years down the road.
According to Greta Kiers,
program assistant in the social work department, on Oct.
15 Taylor social work received

SHOP continued from
knows who sell products and
services on campus.
She presented the idea to
her peers in the event and venue planning class, and together they came up with the event
Shop the Loop.
Junior Maddy Miller, a student in the event and venue
planning class, hopes Shop the
Loop encourages students to
support each other in their entrepreneurial pursuits. She and
her classmates want students
with businesses to have a platform to share their creativity.
“I think it’s very important to
have a passion, and sometimes
it’s hard to exercise a passion in
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whether some are on the trail,
whether some are a 25-mile
bike race sometime,” Sutherland said. “ Those kinds of
things to raise either pedestrian or cycling as an activity in
our community.”
The UAGA strives to make
the Upland community a safer place, a community that
people would want to live in,
Sutherland said. The trail is a
part of being a safer community as it has an educational,
recreational, relational and
wellness value.
Freshman Lizette Bulthuis loves to bike, even riding
100 miles in a single day with
a friend. She is thrilled that
there will be a new trail close
to campus.
“I am excited for the new
trail,” Bulthuis said. “Just from

going around (Taylor) there’s
not really a great place to ride
your bike that’s nearby. You can
ride around campus, but you
are always weaving in and out
of people on the sidewalk.”
The UAGA is searching for a
Taylor student to be a member
of their board to help come up
with new ideas for community
involvement and plan events.
The new trailhead and bike
race is only the beginning for
the UAGA vision, as the organization is always looking for new
ways to bring more people to
Upland.
“(We are) just looking at all
the places we can in our community and seeing where can
we get people out and enjoying walking around,” Sutherland said.
echo@taylor.edu

reaffirmation on their accreditation from CSWE. The accreditation will last for the next
eight years.
This intense system has
shown positive outcomes based
on the success rates of graduated students in the program.
Many students from Taylor
choose to continue their education into a Master of Social
Work (MSW).
“Many of our graduating seniors are offered employment

right out of their Senior Practicum experience,” Harner said
in an email. “Some choose
graduate school right away as
their goal in social work requires the MSW. Nearly all of
those who pursue the MSW
find their graduate degree to be
easier than their degree at Taylor. I believe that our students
are well prepared for problem
solving whatever situation God
brings their way.”
echo@taylor.edu

college because you’re so busy
with different things,” Miller
said. “I think it’s really fun that
people have little things they do
on the side on campus, and for
them to be able to have a place
to advertise so the whole student body will get to see is really important.”
Adjunct Professor Karen
McTague, who teaches the public relations event and venue
planning course, oversees Selk,
Miller and five other students
who have worked hard to make
the event a reality. In event and
venue planning, students learn
to plan a major event while cultivating the foundational core
objectives of civic mindedness, communication fluency,

critical thinking and responsible stewardship.
McTague believes the event
will not only be of value to student entrepreneurs, but also to
her students on the planning
side of the process.
“My hope is that my students will learn and experience
professional organizational
development, community collaboration, responsible stewardship and God-inspired
motivation,” McTague said.
“God has a plan for each one of
their lives, and I want them to
have the knowledge of creating
and planning as a foundation to
any position where they will be
called to serve.”
echo@taylor.edu

Sky News anchor David Blevins speaks to journalism class
Irish reporter
spoke on Oct. 10

it’s the journalist’s job to challenge
that hope.”
Blevins furthered his points on
good journalism by encouraging
students to ask questions without
attacking the interviewee, listening
to what the person on the other end
of the conversation has to say and
enter the writing process without
holding any particular political view.

Madi Turpin
News Editor

David Blevins, senior Ireland correspondent for Sky News in the UK,
visited Taylor on Oct. 10, bringing a
message about the changing world
of journalism to students.
Blevins has worked at Sky News
for 23 years as a both a reporter
and broadcaster, and has been given the opportunity to travel all over
the world. Blevins has also interviewed five British prime ministers,
two Irish presidents and two U.S.
presidents.
Blevins definitely has plenty
of experience up his sleeve in the
field of journalism. Beyond the
prominent public figures he’s interviewed, Blevins has covered the
Irish move to peace after years of
war and unrest.
This month, Blevins is touring
throughout the U.S. to encourage
young college journalists and teach
them the techniques he has used
during his professional career. One
of those places happened to be Associate Professor of Journalism Alan
Blanchard’s Introduction to Media
Writing class.
“David Blevins is a very engaging speaker who tells a compelling
story about his profession as a Sky
News reporter based in Ireland,”
Blanchard said.
Blanchard believed Blevins’s extensive knowledge of journalism
had a lot to offer the class. He said
Blevins talks in a genuine and transparent manner about his faith and
how it affects and motivates his
work as a truth-telling journalist.
Blanchard said he thinks it helps
students to hear from a variety of
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Blevins gives advice to journalism students regarding integrating faith and career.

journalists, to help them imagine
the type of calling they might experience in the rapidly changing field.
That’s exactly what Blevins aims to
do.
“Often, when I teach at schools, I
look at what it means to make hope
and history rhyme,” Blevins said.
The Irish reporter made a point
to mention that he is in the unusual position of being both a journalist
and a Christian. He explained that
in the middle of his career, he took
a three-year break and went to seminary to study theology.
Blevins said it was in seminary
that he discovered journalism and
faith were not mutually exclusive.
“It is possible to be a Christian
in the hostile secular environment
that is journalism,” Blevins said.
“We need journalists who understand religion.”
According to Blevins, his reason
for existing boils down to who he
is in Christ. He said his purpose is
to encourage Christians to become
involved in journalism if they feel
called, and particularly, Christians
who understand faith.
Sophomore Julia Gosden was one
of the students in Blanchard’s class
who observed Blevins’s lecture. She
thought the experience was unique
and interesting.
“It was special to hear someone

speak who integrates their faith into
their career so well,” Gosden said.
Blevins stated a Christian journalist doesn’t exist to evangelize their
audience, but to perform the best
possible job.
This means gathering the news
ethically and reporting the news
with integrity.
“In Ireland, no one uses the term
Christian journalist; it’s an oxymoron,” Blevins said. “The problem is
they just don’t read enough C.S. Lewis. My faith is where I continue to
find the light in moments of despair.”
While juggling his faith and career has proven to be a difficult
task for Blevins, he said one of the
most challenging factors weighing on his heart is the current rift
in journalism.
He mentioned how unthinkable
politics and technology have drastically changed the face of the world,
making it difficult to produce valid
material. He said publishers limited
by algorithms are in a rush to push
stories out; this, in turn, secures revenue without accountability.
“There is so much ill-informed
debate taking place because there
is so much misinformation online,”
Blevins said. “There is nothing to
discern between credible journalism and material that may have
been placed there to influence an

election or referendum.”
Blevins stated that for far too
long, people in high office have undermined the role of journalism in a
democracy. To him, the reputation
of journalism is in the gutter.
This crisis in the practice has
prompted Blevins to advise journalists to start from where they are,
rather than where they want to be.
He stated that while the world and
journalism have changed, reporting
can be redeemed.
“People have lost faith in our establishment,” Blevins said. “When
people are struggling to have their
voices heard, journalists can repress
that feeling of alienation by being
their voice.”
According to Blevins, the role of
a journalist is to find the facts, the
truth and deliver it in an impartial
way. Blevins also stated that journalism unveils beauty in three things:
the people, the practice and the purpose. The people, he said, are represented through the writer; the
practice applies age-old principles
to the current state of the world; and
the purpose nurtures imagination.
“Despair is just another version
of denial,” Blevins said. “People are
confronted with global, national, local crises all the time. My goodness,
is the world crying out for hope; people long to feel hopeful again, and

These techniques, he said, let people know the writer is genuinely interested in them.
“I believe journalism has changed,
and changed utterly, but we must
not despair for within the journalism that exists today,” Blevins said.
“There is still a beauty and we can
discover it.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Meeting neighbors within a mosque

Zaffiro shares heart
for interfaith relations
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Guarded interest.
This is how senior Carissa Zaffiro described her church’s small
group as they entered a mosque
in Cincinnati.
They entered with no intention to evangelize or convict the
Muslims in their worship. They
just sought to create a dialogue
and gain insight beyond cultural stigmas.
During their visit, the group
toured the mosque, observed an
afternoon prayer and participated in candid conversations with
Muslims.
“(People always wonder) why,”
Zaffiro said. “For what? If I’m
not going to explicitly evangelize
someone, why spend time with
them? Why learn about someone,
or even . . . take the posture of being able to learn about someone
to love them better, not to debunk their beliefs?”
As an international studies major, Zaffiro has made those moments the purpose and passion
of her life. She has always known
that intercultural relations were
her calling. As a child, Zaffiro remembers zealously and diligently
praying through denominational
prayer calendars.
She was specifically drawn to
Islam, however, after traveling to
Malaysia during a gap year with
The World Race. There, she saw
hospitable and kind Muslims
who asked her to pray and sing
about Jesus in their children’s
classrooms — something she
would have never expected.
“When I first observed prayer
at a mosque, I had a huge reckoning of faith and was super shaken
to my core, but I think I came out
on the other side a lot stronger,”
Zaffiro said.
Because of their peacefulness
and kindness, Zaffiro had to process the preconceived notions
she had about Muslims.
Later, she took world religion courses and studied abroad
through Taylor’s Middle East
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Senior Carissa Zaffiro, shown right, crushes argan beans for oil in the rural area of the Atlas Mountains of Morocco in Fall of 2018.
Zaffiro learned about Islam and interacted with Muslims through her classes and study abroad opportunities at Taylor.

programs, where she further explored Islam and its similarities
with Christianity. During this period, she was most impacted by
how close Islamic culture reflected the culture at the time of Jesus.
“Muslims in the Middle East
share a culture with Jesus that
I’ll never be able to share . . .
And so, just being able to learn
how they see Moses and Abraham and Jesus, in kind of this
shared understanding — more of
who he was as a shepherd or as a
rabbi . . . was so rich to me,” Zaffiro said. “I felt like (it) just kind
of made my understanding of my
own religion fuller.”
All of this culminated last summer when Zaffiro approached
her church council about visiting a mosque in August. Because
the church had been talking
about other religions in Sunday
school, Zaffiro thought the visit
would be the perfect first-hand
opportunity to learn about loving neighbors. While the church
had some apprehension, they ultimately supported Zaffiro.
From the conservative evangelical church of about 70 people, eight people visited the
mosque. Some people were apprehensive about visiting, but attended a talkback session the day

afterward where the eight visitors shared their thoughts.
They took away a variety of
lessons from the experience.
Some admired the posture and
attitude many Muslims took regarding their faith. Others were
thankful for the unique, intimate
relationship Christians can have
with God. Everyone left with new
questions.
“I really did see people’s perspectives change . . . as they wrestled with really tough topics, like
immigration and asylum seekers,
in a way that they couldn’t before
because now they had a Muslim
in their minds that they were like,
‘Wait, she’s actually really cool,
and her family came from Pakistan,’’ Zaffiro said.
Reflecting on the experience,
Zaffiro wrote “Why I Took My
Church to a Mosque” for Sojourners, the online publication
of the Christian social justice
organization of the same name.
She reflected on how the unusual experience gave each
person a deeper perspective of
their neighbors.
Zaffiro was flooded with people who were intrigued, confused
or inspired by what she had written. Readers were coming from
all walks of life and experiences.

Because of the cultural stigma and history of relations with
Muslims, it seemed like many approached the concept of interfaith relations with fear. However,
the sparked conversation by the
visits showed Zaffiro an “amazing ripple effect” that confirmed
God’s intention to create interfaith relations.
Getting Christians to love their
neighbors has been the driving
force of Zaffiro’s actions.
“What we might miss from
our sermons today is that Jesus’
story was not only profound but
also provocative,” Zaffiro wrote in
her article. “Not only does he tell
us through his parable that ‘the
other’ is our neighbor; he also
makes the Samaritan outsider
the hero of the story . . . (After visiting the mosque,) we struggled
with the tension between Biblical convictions of eternity and
the ability to love and learn from
our neighbor.”
The most important mindset
to adopt is to see each person for
their humanity, not as a mission
project.
She has found that, after asking lots of questions and seeking to understand their culture
and religion, Muslims are often curious about the Christian

interpretation of the Old Testament and Jesus.
“And then so I do get to show
the love of Jesus in that way,” Zaffiro said. “And then when I want
to tell them the gospel, and about
how I find Jesus as my Savior,
they’re receptive to that, because
I built that rapport. I think there’s
a bigger purpose.”
To Zaffiro, this type of witnessing is not limited to foreign countries, it begins where each person
is currently planted. Recently, she
visited Ball State to engage with
a Muslim student organization.
Zaffiro also encourages students
to get involved with The Red Barn
in Upland, where she has volunteered throughout college.
Ultimately, Zaffiro desires to
show the love of Christ to every
person, regardless of where they
come from in faith, social or economic backgrounds. Christ’s redemptive love is not something
limited or exclusive, so neither
should be the Christians who
carry it to others.
“Jesus just gives a wild example in the Bible of loving people,
especially across ethnic and religious borders,” Zaffiro said. “And
I think it’s so beautiful, and it’s so
inclusive, and it’s so holistic.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Learning how to trust God’s provision on a global scale
Evans led from
Zambia to Upland
Sarah Wordhouse
Staff Writer

Sophomore Jeanna Evans is
8,000 miles away from home,
but her only concern is how she
is going to trust God wherever
she goes.
At 10 years old, Evans’s family
took a leap of faith and moved
to Lusaka, Zambia with little
preparation. Although her family previously did not have missionary experience, the call to
follow God — even all the way to
Zambia — was so strong that no
one stopped to think about how
crazy it was.
“It just seemed to make sense
in the moment — that was definitely God,” Evans said.
However, even with God’s
presence and guiding hand, Evans remembers the trials she
faced while serving in Zambia.
Specifically, Evans labeled one
event that as one of the most
defining moments of her faith.
While in Zambia, a violent robbery took place on her mission’s
campus, where a man was almost beaten to death.
Although the attack was terrible, Evan said the moment
showed God’s faithfulness by
giving her an adopted brother,
the man who was beaten.
“God used (that situation) to
help me depend more on him
and realize it wasn’t me being
(an) amazing, super cool person;
it was just me being a light for

him because I couldn’t do it on
my own,” Evans said.
19-year-old Evans now realizes how with every step she took,
God was providing the way. Evans identifies as a third-world
culture (TWC) kid due to the
formative years of her life being spent in Zambia. Because of
this, she began to experience issues she notices many TWC kids
struggle with when choosing a
college. Evans had to choose between going to a local university and stay with her family or go
out-of-country to receive what
she thought would be an education better fit for her.
Evans knew she wanted a TWC
program she could be involved
in to find a place where she belonged. With a simple Google
search, she found Taylor University, which had exactly what
she wanted: a program known
as Mu Kappa (MK).
“(MK is) an on-campus student organization that exists
to help create a community for
missionary kids and third-world
culture kids as they’re transitioning into life at Taylor, (while
also) trying to help them retain
their unique cultural identity,”
she said.
Taylor was the only college Evans applied to after a single visit
in 2016, and soon found herself
thousands of miles away from
the place she called home. Evans noticed how God aligned
her life in a way that would lead
her to be on the cabinet of MK
her freshman year.
Besides the program offering

Photograph provided by Jeanna Evans

Sophomore Jeanna Evans served in Zambia with her family for eight years.

a place where she and other
TWC students feel supported,
Evans loves creating an environment where she can help people
feel involved.
“Being able to be there for
(TWC) students (is) my favorite
thing about being involved in
Mu Kappa — (it) is having that
position to be able to help,” she
said. “It brings me so much joy
to see other people finding that
group for themselves.”
Today, Evans is MK’s co-president, alongside junior Logan
Tuckey.

While working alongside Evans, Tuckey noticed how they
compliment each other well
as co-presidents. He also said
Evans had all the skills when
it comes to being a qualified
leader.
“(Evans is) bright, but also reflective; she’s very much a ‘talker
person,’” Tuckey said. “ She can
inspire people with her words.
(She) helps (MK students) reach
closer to their potential with her
words rather than just by leading by example.”
While Evans’s experience

and cultural diversity aids her
in many areas, she thought she
was missing out on the typical
American teenage experience.
Evans felt the missionary work
she was doing was becoming
mundane. It took constant reminders from both herself and
God that her work was important to the community she was
serving in.
Evans recognizes how God
has been teaching her to rely
on him through every chapter of
her life, taking note of how her
past experiences have all made

her who she is today. From rural
Zambia to small-town Indiana,
the message of “God’s got this”
has become her anthem.
“Through everything, he’s
been reminding me, ‘Hey, it’s not
you, it’s me here,’” Evans said.
“Anytime I start to get a little
bit like, ‘Yeah, I think I got this,’
God’s like, ‘Jeanna, remember,
I’m here. You need to depend
on me.’ That’s kind of been the
theme of my life: depending on
(God). This is where God has
me, and I’m happy to be here.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Ed Meadors and teaching theology in Kenya

Professor shares about
experiences in Kenya
Mariah Hurst
Staff Writer

“The biggest takeaway ( from
my trip to Kitale, Kenya) is that
authentic love is a language,”
said Ed Meadors.
Meadors has traveled to Kenya a total of four times. Every
other year, Meadors goes to
Africa to teach at the Africa
Theological Seminary. He provides a course on the book of
Revelation. The number of individuals ranges from 10 – 14
students. Teaching a class not
included in the normal curriculum, Meadors dives into the interpretation and application of
this insightful book.
The spiritual and historical
context of Kenya provides an
excellent opportunity to study
Revelation. Meadors observed
that South America, Asia and
Africa tend to be more aware of
the spiritual world than Europe
and North America. Kenya has
a worldview marked by a belief
in the supernatural.
“I view the book of Revelation

as a perfect match for their spiritual context in Africa,” Meadors
said. He found that it was not
difficult to persuade his students that Satan, God, angels
and demons exist.
When visiting Kenya ,
Meadors was reminded that colonists oppressed and exploited
Africans, taking individuals as
slaves to the United States, England and the Caribbean. He
recognized the challenges of
his work in Kenya.
“God has substantiated his
sufficiency for me in that context as a white, English-speaking American is a tall order,”
Meadors said. “There are a
lot of barriers that have to be
overcome culturally for that to
succeed.”
At first, this intimidated him.
Yet the Holy Spirit continued to
equip and enable Meadors to
teach with the Africa Theological Seminary.
Meadors said the best way to
approach short-term trips is to
see it as a long-term commitment. He is excited about the
possibility of Taylor establishing
another connection in Africa.
Talks of a partnership with
a Chri stian university in

Photograph provided by Jim Garringer

Ed Meadors discusses ministry in Kenya.

the Democratic Republic of
the Congo are taking place.
Meadors has high hopes for a
mutual and collaborative relationship with the university in
Congo.
The plan is that Taylor students will be able to establish

long-term relationships in
Congo. Likewise, Meadors
plans to continue going to
Kenya as often as he can to
continue building cross-cultural partnerships.
Whether through emails,
messages or phone calls,

Meadors remains in communication with several contacts
in Kenya. His most recent update came from a woman running an orphanage and school
in Kitale. Consistency is foundational when establishing trust
in sharing the Gospel.

The Book of Revelation was
written by John to seven churches in seven cities. Each church
suffered persecution in a different way. The body of Christ
around the world can identify
with the situation described by
John because those experiencing persecution are often discouraged and lack hope.
“The book of Revelation is potentially very salvific,” Meadors
said. “It has the potential to be a
theological healing agent and it
gives hope. It directs their eyes
to the future in an awareness
that in God’s time He’s going to
vindicate them.”
Meadors has a deep love
for the people of Kenya. The
link between Christ-followers
around the world comes from a
shared expression of God’s love.
Regardless of language, culture
and race, Christians come together by bearing witness to the
truth of the resurrection.
“People will give you grace,”
Meadors said. “They’ll forgive
your social blunders if they recognize in your eyes, and in your
heart, and in your language and
in your presence with them the
authenticity of your love.”
echo@taylor.edu

Pepin and her journey from children’s ministry to now

Abby Pepin shares her
heart for ministry
Harli Broge
Staff Writer

Sophomore Abby Pepin has a
heart for children’s ministry
that reaches all the way back
to high school.
Since her sophomore year of
high school, Pepin has served
younger children and sought to
bring them God’s light and love.
One way she did this was by
leading a small group for middle schoolers at her church.
“I had been helping out in
the nursery in our church for
a while,” Pepin said. “And I enjoyed doing that, but at the
same time I was like I wanted
to be actually having conversations about God with younger kids.”
Seeking out her old middle director at church, Pepin
asked if she was looking for
any high school leaders, or if
she was okay with Pepin starting something for the middle
school girls.
Even though Pepin is no
longer leading a small group,
she keeps in contact with the

middle school girls, now in
high school who are attending
youth group with some of Pepin’s younger siblings.
Another program she is involved with is BASICS, a Bible
club for younger kids said Pepin. They memorize Bible verses, play games and make friends.
Pepin got involved with the
program like most people on
campus get involved: the Taylor intentional community.
“A lot of girls on my floor are
involved with BASICS,” Pepin
said. “And the beginning of last
year I (wanted) to get more involved and it seemed natural to
go to it. “
Last year Pepin worked the
first graders in the program at
Upland Community Church,
and this year she is working
with the third graders.
Eventually, it came time for
Pepin to begin thinking about
her summer, and she remembered River Valley Ranch Camp,
a Christian summer camp she
grew up attending.
As a camper, Pepin attended the camp for nine years before deciding to return as a
counselor.
“I was thinking about all the
different things I could do with

foody
The Barking Cow
is the moo-ve

Wondering how you can get
a taco stuffed baked potato, peanut butter burger AND
a scoop of Pecan and Sugar
Cream Pie ice cream all at the
same time?
The Barking Cow might be
the perfect place for you. Located in Gaston, just 15 minutes away from campus, this
small town ice cream shop is
full of personality, color and
really, really great ice cream.
The walls are eccentrically
decorated with photos of Indiana’s famous residents, local
Gaston sports teams, colorful
paintings, comical signs and

more. The tables themselves
are decked out with a variety
of collages, featuring different
photos in each booth. As you
head towards the bathroom,
there’s even an old Pac-Man
video game as well as an old
fashioned telephone booth.
Besides the delightfully audacious decor, The Barking
Cow has delicious options
for ice cream and food, making it the perfect place for a
post pick-a-date scoop of ice
cream or a Saturday lunch
with friends. Be sure to allow
some time for waiting when
you head to the Barking Cow
though because on a weekend,
this place is popping.
There are a variety of
hand-dipped ice cream f lavors offered from Blueberry
Cheesecake, Peanut Butter
Buckeye, Ghosts and Goblins
and more. You can also order
shakes and slushies.
Th e m enu for food i sn’t

my summer, and I knew that I
wanted to work but also serve
in some way,” Pepin said. “I
find it really fun to get to know
kids who are younger than me
and pour into them. Camp just
seemed like a good opportunity
to do that and to do it alongside
other people who are also passionate about that.”
Pepin was a first-time counselor, and every week she would
have different campers ranging from fifth grade to seventh
grade.
It was a wonderful chance to
minister to them, much like a
previous counselor ministered
to her.
“She had a bracelet that she always wore that said, ‘deny self ’,
and I remember always seeing
it on her wrist.” Pepin said of a
previous counselor. “I saw how
she always put the needs of her
campers above her own, and I
found a bracelet just like it, and
it is a reminder to me that it is
not about me but it is about God
and about loving others.”
As a counselor, the camp
also afforded Pepin the chance
to work with campers of different ethnicities and religions. She
had three campers from Ghana
who were in the United States

fix
particularly vast but contains
perfect accompaniments to
ice cream. One item The Barking Cow boasts is their baked
potato. Baked potatoes come
in a variety of flavors including a taco potato, pork BBQ
potato, chili-cheese potato,
broccoli cheese potato and a
classic plain potato! Nachos,
hotdogs, soups, wraps, burgers, salads and sandwiches are
also available.
The Barking Cow is open
Tuesday - Thursday, 12 - 7 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, 12 - 8 p.m.
and Sunday from 1 - 6 p.m. It
is located at 103 W. Elm Street,
Gaston, Indiana.
Overall Pros: A variety of
creative food options and delicious ice cream flavors all for
an affordable price.
Overall Cons: There aren’t
many options for those with
specific dietary needs like gluten or dairy allergies.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Abby Pepin

Sophomore Abby Pepin volunteers at several children’s ministries.

for a school trip, and one Buddhist camper.
God also moved in many
ways this summer, both in the
life of Pepin and in the lives of

fit

her campers.
“(I saw God move) in the questions that the kids were asking,
showing that he is working in
their lives in ways beyond what

I can see. I can see just see these
little glimpses of his hand at
work, he is doing way more than
I (could).”
echo@taylor.edu

friday

This type of workout is called
an “EMOM” (Every Minute On
the Minute).
28 Minute EMOM
Minute 1: 15 pushups
Minute 2: 20 body weight
squats
Minute 3: 200 meter run
Minute 4: REST

Once you have completed
the rest period, cycle yourself back to the top and work
your way down the exercises
again. With the workout being
28 minutes long, you will complete the full list 7 times. Long
aerobic workouts are essential
to build an aerobic foundation.
With the built in rest, go hard!
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Makenna Kregel

(Left) Makenna Kregel, Daniel Black and Shelby Cline enjoy their workout.
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“(I saw God move) in the questions that the kids
were asking, showing that he is working in their
lives in ways beyond what I can see. ”
Pepin and her journey from children’s ministry
to now
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it’ll be
Three tips for
travelling Ireland

“It is always cold and way too
early as we assemble in preparation to step onto Clifford, our
small red bus. With Clifford
and Brian—international man
of mystery as well as our bus
driver—we have traveled all
over Ireland.
Though based on the east
coast in the greater Dublin area,
the Irish Studies Programme
(ISP) takes students on three
trips to other parts of Ireland,
emphasizing the diversity within the country we experience
for three months. The first trip
is to Northern Ireland, which is
technically a part of the United
Kingdom. The others are to Dingle and Kilarney in southern Ireland and to Galway in the west.
While ISP directors do their
best to prepare students for
this time, I have come up with
a few tips I wish I knew before

these trips.
Tip #1
Within the moments of sadness, be willing to find joy.
Some of the trips are geared to
instruct in some of the bleaker
periods of Irish history including The Troubles in Northern
Ireland.
Despite these difficult topics,
we continue to find joy in our
travels, whether that be in celebrating the diversity of the towns
we go to or enjoying the beautiful landscapes we see. It is the
people that make the experience.
Some of the best moments
on our trips are outside of the
structured program and take
place during spontaneous ice
cream runs, walks through town
or even just spending the long
drives to and from places splitting earbuds with your seatmate
and listening to an eclectic playlist of both of your music tastes.
There are times during a trip
when you hit a wall from constantly doing things. When it
hits, it can be tempting to opt
out of participating. But when
you have the opportunity to tour
the garden of the castle you are
staying at, grab a cup of coffee
and a friend who hypes you up

Photograph provided by Katie Pfotzer

(Left) Sophomore Katie Pfotzer and junior Chauncea Deno smile for a selfie in Ireland.

and run through it.
Tip #2
The trips are mostly centered
around nature or as Brian would
say, “You focus too much on
these hikes.”

As part of the program is receiving a physical education
credit in the form of a hill climbing class, every trip includes a
hike. When you go to a city as
cool as Belfast or Galway, it can

be disappointing for some to
learn that we will not be spending all of our time there.
However, Ireland is a place
of awe-inspiring natural beauty
which create lasting memories
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students share. Through these
hikes, we shared bonding memories of struggling against 40 mph
wind at Giant’s Causeway in the
north, catching our breath at the
valley floor on the southern Torc
Mountain, or looking out at the
bog land in the west asking ourselves “What on earth is a bog
and why can no one explain it
to me?”
Tip #3
Last but not least, embrace
the ambiguity.
In ISP, this is a saying that gets
old fast in the same way that
“flourish” or “LTC” might for a
student on campus.
In a place where store hours
are hardly ever posted on the
door, an ISP student soon learns
that the people here do not live
their lives by a timetable, nor do
they care to know every little detail of their lives. The program
runs accordingly.
While this can cause frustrations at times, it ultimately cannot be helped because of the
culture in which we live. Nor
would we be truly immersed in
Irish culture if this was not an
attitude we would have to embrace. While a lack of certainty
can knock you off sure footing, it
also comes with some benefits.
So go ahead, grab that cup
of tea because class starts
“soonish.”
echo@taylor.edu

TheWeekly

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

Caleb Moser

Makenna Holz

Sophomore:

Senior:

There’s no charge to check
him out.

She is as smooth as a good
black iced coffee, with no cream
or sugar needed.

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
gabriella rivera

@gabrivera42

Crossword: Superheroes

Across

3. Too fast to see
7. He’s glowing
8. She went from ballerina to super-spy
Down
1. A flexible hero, by all standards
2. Promoting truth and justice, the American way
3. Where is his super suit?
4. Batman’s best buddy
5. He’s a little...sticky
6. He’s got a heart of gold, or maybe iron

wanna hear the weirdest way
to get a PAD? i told a friend
she could ask whoever she
wanted for me. in the DC
i tipped back in my chair
to stare at my vc and then
persuaded to fall backwards.
she then asked the sweet
poor kid that asked if i was
okay. i promise i’m cool.

Gillian @gilianhaengg
Sheep are literally the
most pathetic animals ever.
#chapel #tayloru
gabriella rivera

@gabrivera42

a girl is eating an entire pint
of ice cream in the student
center with her head in her
hands. i’ve never related to
another person more. you got
this boo. #tayloru
Daniel McHenney

@MchenneyDaniel

Campus has been plagued
with strange things. Every
building I go to on campus, I
find an upside-down phone.
Euler? Upside-down phone!
Library? Upside-down phone!
Stu? Upside-down phone!
We need to get to the bottom
of this #tayloru
Daniel McHenney

@MchenneyDaniel

@jpcramer I’m gonna be real
for a moment, I really miss
our little twitter banter from
last year. Can we start that up
again? #tayloru
jeff cramer @jpcramer
Replying to
@MchenneyDaniel Yes! We
need a topic. #tayloru
Kaitlyn @KTRae99
do you ever just say
“WOW, I’m going to be SO
productive and then you just
take a nap instead? #tayloru
Kaelynn @kaelynnnshultzdo
onight at homecoming I
was hitching a ride back
to swallow and the lady
driving the golf cart said,
“where is that at?!?” #tayloru

A&E

“Every year, Parnassus strives to
reach the farthest ends of campus
and to hear the stories from the
darkest corners.”
Parnassus 2020 submissions
open to Taylor students

October 18, 2019
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‘The Beautiful’ is more than just skin-deep
Exhibit seeks Christian
ideas of beauty
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.
This old phrase has always
defended the fact that beauty is subjective, but then how
does one determine what is
truly beautiful? A new exhibit in Metcalf Gallery explores
that idea.
“The Beautiful” opens Oct.
18 with a panel discussion at
6 p.m. On the panel is Jeremie
Riggleman, assistant professor
of art and gallery curator; Rachel Smith, professor of art; Jim
Spiegel, professor of philosophy and religion; Laura Stevenson, assistant professor of art;
and Cherith Lundin, the associate professor of art at Wheaton College.
“I’m hopeful for some nice
conversation with the panel and hopefully with the students as well as a learning
opportunity,” Riggleman said.
While the topic of the exhibit is beauty, Riggleman
warned this did not mean all

A&E
EVENTS

Photograph by Jared Hagan

Gallery Curator and Assistant Professor of Art Jeremie Riggleman sets up the new exhibit.

pieces would be pretty. Several are designed to push back
against conventional thoughts
on what is beautiful. He hopes
that such pieces lead to greater
conversation and thought about
what makes something aesthetically pleasing.
“The Beautiful” is a travelling
exhibit from Christians in the

Visual Arts (CIVA), a national
group dedicated to helping people explore the relationship between art and faith.
“This exhibit gathers more
than 35 contemporary works
of art executed in a variety of
media and genres that bear witness to beauty as it appears to
us in the complex landscape of

contemporary culture,” said the
official exhibit statement on the
CIVA website.
Riggleman has been a part of
this group since he was in college. He sees this exhibit not
only as a way to share art with
Taylor students, but as a chance
to raise awareness for a group
they can engage with and even

join.
It is also significant that all
of the artists created their work
as an outpouring of their faith.
Senior Kate Stall, who works
as a gallery assistant, said she
appreciates an exhibit that will
nourish the soul.
“Life can be ugly and hard,
so why not make redemptive

Alumni get recognition for work on visual effects
Chamberlain and Parker
nominated for an Emmy
Ansley Kary
Staff Writer

Socratic Club
Divided by a Common
Jeus
Today – 4 p.m.
Ayres 215

The Beautiful
Gallery Opening
Today – 6 p.m.
Exhibit open Oct. 18 –
Dec. 6
Metcalf Gallery

Gaslight Films
The Farewell
Oct. 18 & 19 – 7 & 10 p.m.
Cornwall Auditorium

Free Movie
Facing Darkness - A Samaritan’s Purse Film
Oct. 24 – 7 p.m.
Cornwall Auditorium

From Upland to Los Angeles,
alumni Bill Parker (‘12) and Nick
Chamberlain (‘15) are making a
name for themselves.
Parker and Chamberlain’s
work on visual effects (VFX) was
nominated for a National Emmy
Award on Sept. 22, for the popular Amazon show, “The Man in
the High Castle.”
Parker and Chamberlain are
employed through Barnstorm
VFX, a boutique effects studio
based out of Los Angeles.
Associate Professor of Film
and Media Production John
Bruner said that it is one thing
to be nominated for a regional
Emmy, but to be nominated for
a National Emmy is something
truly astounding.
This is Barnstorm’s second
Emmy nomination in the Outstanding Visual Effects category, the first nomination in 2017
for the episode “Fallout.” This
year’s nomination is for the episode “Juhr Null.”
The nationally acclaimed
show, “Game of Thrones” won

Photograph provided by Kathy Bruner

Nick Chamberlain (‘15) and Bill Parker (‘12) were nominated for a national Emmy award.

the Emmy for Outstanding Visual Effects in 2019.
What some might see as a
loss, Chamberlain views as an
honor to be nominated alongside such a visual effects-heavy
show as “Game of Thrones.”

The size of the visual effects
team for “The Man in the High
Castle” may have paled in comparison to their competition, but
it was the very thing that made
them stand out.
“The Man in the High Castle,”

had a team of 35 people working visual effects for the episode
compared to “Game of Thrones”
over 700 hundred-person staff.
“One of the things we are most
proud of was the majority of the
team who worked on the episode

Annual literary journal
prepares for new year
Staff Writer

Sci-Fi Spectacular
Oct. 26 – 7:30 p.m.
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

Faculty
Composition
Recital
Psalms, Hymns, and
Other Songs
Oct. 27 – 7:30 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall

were actually in the theatre as
nominees,” Chamberlain said,
“It felt very David v Goliath.”
Parker and Chamberlain
both expressed that the leap
from cornfields to fame wasn’t
as big as one might expect. It
involved all the same aspects
of work they completed while
at Taylor. They still find that
they approach all their projects with enthusiasm, effort
and all-nighters.
Today, Parker and Chamberlain stand as an example
for current film students in
the program.
“They were largely selftaught in visual effects, having done quite a few projects
before they even came to Taylor,” said Associate Professor
of Film and Media Production
Kathy Bruner.
These two alumni continue to live out Taylor’s mission
even after graduation and uphold their character in the film
industry .
“Now they do stand as examples to others that you can go
out and succeed and still remain the nice guys you were
when you were here,” Bruner said.
echo@taylor.edu

Parnassus 2020 submissions open to Taylor students
Mer Fenton

Marion
Philharmonic
Orchestra

art that helps us cope with
the darkness of this world?”
Stall asked.
The gallery will be open
from Oct. 18 to Dec. 6. All are
invited to explore these interpretations of beauty and join
the discussion with the panel at 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18.
echo@taylor.edu

SUBMIT TO PARNASSUS.
It’s plastered all over campus,
but what does it mean?
For 58 years, Parnassus has
served as Taylor’s literary and art
journal. It consists of poetry, fictional short stories, creative nonfiction and every sort of visual art.
As every editor, author and artist
is an undergrad at Taylor, Parnassus is a publication by students, for
students.
The name Parnassus comes
from an important mountain in
Greek mythology. It served as a
symbol of divine inspiration and
home to Thalia, the goddess of poetry, music and other liberal arts.
“Just as the Muses of Mount
Parnassus served as a source of
inspiration to the ancient Greeks,
we hope that this Parnassus, with
the products of artistic endeavor which it contains, will inspire

Photograph by Emily Pawlowski

This year’s theme for Parnassus is “Illuminate.”

other student writers in the years
to come,” wrote Susan Shank, an
editor for Parnassus 1980.
The legacy of Parnassus had extended long before that moment
and continues strong now. Last
year’s edition consisted of 52 entries, and each year they take as
many entries as are needed to
showcase every voice on campus
All voices are not only welcomed
but encouraged in Parnassus submissions. All submissions will be
evaluated and edited anonymously,

and there is no needed major,
prerequisite or experience to be
chosen.
“It’s a great way to generate empathy with each other and to learn
each other’s perspectives,” said senior Joy Gardner, chief editor of
“Parnassus 2020.” “Another great
part about it is that it’s an imprint
on time. We’re placing our mark.
We’re capturing what campus experience was like at this point in
time.”
The extensive catalog in the

Relief Room in Reade has every
one of these snapshots stretching
back to 1968. They serve as physical
evidence of all of the change Parnassus, Taylor and college students
as a whole have gone through
throughout the years.
Editions often cover hard topics
such as mental health, grief, coming of age, faith and relationships.
The staff of Parnassus recognizes
that the process of submitting creative writing to the public can be
a vulnerable experience. However,

they strive to celebrate and honor these words.
“It takes a lot of courage to
speak out and to send pieces in,”
said Aaron Housholder, professor of english and staff advisor of
Parnassus. “It’s an act of courage.
It’s an act of faith. It’s an act of citizenship. And we want all of that.”
The staff of Parnassus hopes
to celebrate the positives of these
acts with this year’s theme “Illuminate.” The imagery reflects
ideas of bringing clarity to situations and to warmly shine a light
on unheard stories.
Every year, Parnassus strives to
reach the farthest ends of campus and to hear the stories from
the darkest corners.
“The whole point of Parnassus
is to capture the voices of Taylor,” Housholder said. “We can’t
have those voices if people don’t
send them.”
For your voice to be heard,
submit to Parnassus through
parnassus-taylor.submittable.
com.
echo@taylor.edu

Scary story competition! Submit your stories to emily_pawlowski@taylor.edu to see your writing in the Echo Oct. 25 | Stories must be under 150 words
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Justin Chapman
Editor in Chief
Ellie Tiemens
Staff Writer

Lindsey Metzger
Opinions Editor
Madi Turpin
News Editor

Matthew Phillips
Managing Editor
Emily Pawlowski
A&E Editor

Our View

Community thrives on
open communication

When we talk to each other about our deeply held beliefs about sensitive topics,
it is difficult to see any challenge as anything less than
a personal affront. This applies to many of the events
that have affected the Taylor community.
The Echo has covered a
number of tumultuous events
in the past two years. From
“Excalibur,” to Starbucks and
Vice President Mike Pence’s
commencement speech, we
at the Echo have tried our
best to represent the voices
of those who felt impassioned
enough to say something.
Admittedly, this approach
has its limitations.
While hopefully we have
been able to serve as an outlet for the Taylor community to voice their thoughts, we
know that there are countless
others who have been unable
to make their voices heard for
a variety of reasons.
However, if anything has
become apparent throughout this time, it is that Taylor
community members — on all
sides of the issues — want to
talk. We want to discuss, debate and challenge each others’ ideas and perceptions.
We just sometimes lack the
words, or lack the knowledge of how to say them. In
the process, we’ve hurt each
other, leaving wounds that
are unlikely to be healed by
time alone.
With the return of Res Publica, which some would say
has reopened these wounds,
we at the Echo believe it is
time to begin an active conversation about the issues
that divide us. While the endgame is unity, the first step is
open communication.
With the pro and con articles about Res Publica, we
hope to take a step in the
right direction. While both articles feature vastly different
viewpoints, both see the need
for open conversation, even if
we disagree with each other.
As we continue, it is important to note that community
members’ responses to recent
events are merely symptoms
of deeper theological, political and philosophical differences. These deeply held
differences are part of our
identities and perceptions of
the world around us. When
we challenge these perceptions, friction is inevitable.
This was evidenced at Stand
Up for Your Sibling on Oct. 16.
When students were asked if
they felt isolated due to their
political beliefs, a large percentage of those gathered answered yes. Standing among
our peers in the packed chapel, it was clear this is an issue
on a lot of students’ minds.
However, this only makes
it more important to begin
the conversation. Especially in a liberal arts environment like Taylor, having these

discussions is an essential
part of contributing to the
marketplace of ideas. This
idea hinges upon the principle that all ideas have worth,
but that is up to the members
of a community to determine
their worth for themselves.
In order to do so, however,
we first need to listen to the
ideas being presented, even if
we disagree.
Alan Blanchard, associate
professor of journalism, offered additional insight into
the marketplace of ideas by
referencing a Dec. 2017 Forbes
article by attorney Brian Miller. Miller, a researcher at the
Antonin Scalia Law School at
George Mason University, addressed some of the benefits
and tensions that come with
the marketplace of ideas.
“In today’s legal debates,
questions are often framed in
an unhelpful (and illiberal) either/or manner,” Miller wrote.
“Are we a nation that prizes
non-discrimination and tolerance, or one that rigorously
protects free speech? Are we a
nation that values solidarity,
or one that protects the free
association of everyone?”
Blanchard said Miller answers his own questions in
the article, writing: “ The
true liberal should recognize
that we can answer, without
contradiction, all the above
questions with ‘yes.’ The marketplace of ideas has worked
and we are all better off for it.
But that isn’t the end of the
story. And it’s hardly a reason to shut the marketplace
of ideas down. If anything,
it’s the best reason to keep
it open.”
Historically, Taylor has
made efforts to champion
open debate and vigorous
discussion about many issues. From open forums like
TU GATHER to the theatre
department’s Jason Francis
scholarship production of
“Clybourne Park” in Fall 2017,
Taylor has made strides to
host open conversations.
According to Blanchard
however, challenges remain.
“How do universities foster civil debate of ideas and
issues?” Blanchard said. “All
the while maintaining collegiality, in close community, in
the pursuit of unity?”
As we’ve been contemplating about what we wanted to
say on this matter, we’ve reflected on the words of John
Donne, the 16th century poet
who argued that we are all
connected underneath the
divinity of God:
“No man is an island, entire
of itself;” Donne wrote. “every
man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.”
We at the Echo sincerely hope that as we begin to
have these conversations —
as difficult as they may be —
we will be able to unite as a
community once more.
echo@taylor.edu
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Res Publica serves a purpose
How conservative paper
is good for campus

“Excalibur” — an anonymous,
conservative newsletter distributed throughout campus
in late February of 2018 — has
been a point of conversation
on campus for the past year
and a half, and the initial controversy created a rift across
campus.
Although “Excalibur” offered Taylor an open invitation of dialogue concerning
political and social issues, the
newsletter, perhaps unintentionally, spear-headed the revelation that certain parties on
campus would rather ignore
the topics altogether.
For example, within days of
the initial “Excalibur” distribution, the former administration addressed the website
with an air of condemnation.
“I am disappointed in the
drafters and distributors of
‘Excalibur’ for their method of
addressing these issues,” former President P. Lowell Haines
wrote in a campus-wide email.
In response to this email,
“Excalibur” relocated their
platform to be solely online,
hoping to solve the issues addressed in the email. This new
online platform is known as
Res Publica.
Two days after its initial
launch, Res Publica was temporarily taken down per request of Haines.

Not only have past Taylor
administrators been opposed
to a range of political and social conversations, but certain
staff and faculty seem to be as
well.
Upon receiving the invitation to write this article, I
reached out to four people:
Jim Spiegel and Richard Smith
— authors and members of
Res Publica, referenced later
in this piece — and two other community members, all
of whom were asked about
their opinions regarding
Res Publica.
“Thank you for your consideration but I’m not really interested in talking about
Excalibur/Res Publica,” Felicia
Case, director of the Office of
Intercultural Programs, wrote
in an email. “Their tag line
states that they are a ‘voice
that you can choose to ignore’.
I choose to ignore them.”
Additionally, I contacted a
faculty member who declined
to comment on the matter.
While I respect any individual’s decision to not comment, this does not contribute
to an environment of fruitful
communication.
Taylor, as a Christian university, is charged with the
responsibility of facilitating
conversation on all topics to
the best of the ability of the
university. Ignoring these and
hoping that they will just go
away — especially topics that
are polarizing, divisive or controversial — is perhaps the
most inefficient way to do this.
We, as a Christian community, should be able to use the
resources of our community to
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Res Publica is the latest conservative publication at Taylor.

search for answers regarding
tough topics. We should use
several routes of thought and
various worldviews, conservative or liberal, to better understand how we should operate
as a community. A rigid and
unwavering thought process
on either side destroys the
conversation process.
Solutions should be sought
to drive open dialogue. We
don’t have to agree, but we
should at least communicate
on why we disagree.
“I think it is necessary for a
Christian university campus
to allow freedom of association among its members as
they willingly form distinct
cooperatives of like-minded
people for the sake of learning
and discussion amongst themselves and with others,” Richard Smith, Associate Professor
of Biblical Studies, said. “Res
Publica is just one example
among many, and it just happens to come at things from a

conservative perspective.”
Professor of Philosophy and
Religion Jim Spiegel feels similarly to Smith’s opinion on
open-mindedness.
“I would encourage everyone in our community to read
broadly, and to rigorously engage ideas of all kinds, and
that may include Res Publica
for anyone who is interested,”
Spiegel said. “I would even invite (dissenters) to submit a
piece to Res Publica defending
their position. If we are unwise
for taking the approach we
do, we would like someone to
show us why this is the case.”
I wouldn’t say that I agree
with everything that Res Publica has to say. But I do appreciate that they are willing
to discuss topics of all deviations, regardless of personal
opinions or biases. This quality of the platform legitimizes
them as a necessary presence
on Taylor’s campus.
echo@taylor.edu

Res Publica causes problems at Taylor
Not as healthy for
Taylor as it seems

We are afraid of conflict, and
while Res Publica is not solely responsible for this, they surely encourage it. We are too afraid to
engage in the extremes of politics. We fear these conversations
because of the scars “Excalibur”
left on our campus and that Res
Publica keeps scratching.
This is what frustrates me
most about Res Publica.
To clarify, I do not deny the
right for the website to exist,
but I do challenge their methods. The tag line on their website, “The conservative voice you
are free to ignore,” immediately
creates an us vs. them mentality that places the authors at a
distance from any student that
does not fall within the mold of
the traditional evangelical Taylor community member.
This point is brought up in
“The Coddling of the American Mind” by Greg Lukianoff
and Jonathan Haidt as a major
deficit in modern humanity’s
inability to engage each other
in conversation. It seems that
this trait is not only a problem
for the snowflake generation,
but previous generations as
well. This clear divide they have
made between what is Christian
and what is not puts us at odds,
which is unhealthy.
“The Taylor community is
hurting, and I see it in the eyes of
many of our students and faculty
every day,” Professor of Sociology

Michael Jessup said. “Navigating
through the icy waters of racism, sexism, homophobia, xenophobia, ethnocentrism and
nationalism is numbing, painful and dangerous. We need
healing — a safe place to bandage our wounds and thaw our
hardened hearts. What we need
is more loving, listening, forgiving and embracing. We need
Christians committed to grace,
beauty, justice and creativity, not
antipathy, disdain, pulsating anger and fear. Unfortunately, Res
Publica is impeding our ability
to find new ways to love, serve,
engage and evangelize.”
Jessup is not alone in these
thoughts. The campus is in need
of wrestling through these big
ideas, but navigating is not productive when the majority conservative population at Taylor
calls out its opposition as illegitimate. And if we strive to make an
intentional community then we
cannot stand to have groups on
campus limit space for reconciliation. Even when I went searching for quotes, I found professors
on both sides silent because they
did not want to be involved in
the controversial hurt that permeates Res Publicas website.
Along those lines, Res Publica tends to exclude the voices of minorities, namely those
who are not white, evangelical or
part of the LGBTQIA community.
Not only because the published
writers of Res Publica do not affiliate with any one of these vital
campus minorities, but the articles tend to discourage minority
voices from contributing.
In light of these thoughts, I
have two calls to action. One I
will direct to the writers of Res
Publica and the other to the
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This drawing a drawing from the Res Publica website.

student body and other staff and
faculty on campus.
To the writers of Res Publica, please do not stop writing,
but be sure you know the real
people on campus your words
affect. Your audience is not homogenous, why? Because God’s
kingdom is global and should
be addressed accordingly. Revelation 7: 9-10 reads, “After this
I looked, and there before me
was a great multitude that no
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language,
standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were
wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their
hands. And they cried out in a
loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to
our God, who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb.’” And while
the people do come together
to praise Christ’s name in unison, their cultural origins are important. The diverse nations and
tongues reflect many points of
view that get at the core of who
God is.
I’d recommend trying to
reach out to students and faculty that differ from you. It is
easier to sit on views and not
challenge them. Get a fresh
perspective. I, for one, would

love to communicate with you.
Healthy and productive conversation happens when there are
two sides that elevate each other and I’m sure that if Res Publica writers recognized and
valued the ideologies of minority groups on campus, and the
rest of campus spoke up about
their beliefs and convictions, we
would see immediate healing.
We are in this together, and
although we disagree, it is important that we talk to one another and build each other up.
My email is taylor_burns@taylor.edu if you want to discuss
further.
To the rest of Taylor’s community, dive in. Do not let past
events keep you from speaking
your mind. Do not let the fear of
conflict keep you from engaging.
Navigating these topics is tough,
but necessary. Let’s struggle together and bring our burdens together so that we flourish and
not remain stagnant in tension
with one another. We have allowed a space to be filled by just
one dominant group with no
counterweight, but I know that
there are so many voices that exist here that have so much to say.
So speak.
echo@taylor.edu
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Siena Heights takes down Taylor on Saturday
Trojans put loss
behind them

Markus Miller
Sports Editor

Taylor football suffered a tough
loss Saturday to No. 21 Siena
Heights, losing 42-0. The Trojans fell to 2-3 on the season.
Siena Heights, one of the top
defensive teams in the NAIA,
scored their first touchdown
of the game off of a fumble recovery and runback on Taylor’s opening drive. The Trojans
coughed up the football on Siena Heights’ 31, ending a promising 11 play drive. That was
the only score of the quarter
though, as neither teams’ offense could put up points until nearly halfway through the
second quarter.
Head coach Ron Korfmacher knew going into the game
they had a difficult opponent
ahead, but felt the Trojans had
a solid start they couldn’t capitalize on.
“We matched up real well
with them early,” Korfmacher
said. “The first twelve minutes
we basically had the football
the whole time and were moving it. First drive we had a fumble on their 29 and they took it
back for seven. Next time out
we moved the ball down the
field, just didn’t finish.”
Korfmacher also thought his
defense held up well early, despite finding themselves down
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Taylor’s defense forced Siena Heights to turn the ball over once in their game last Saturday.

7-0 before ever stepping foot on
the field. Sophomore defensive
back Tyler Watson intercepted
Siena Heights with 2 seconds
left in the first quarter, holding
the game at 7-0.
Taylor’s offense could not
capitalize though and had to
punt three plays after the Watson interception. Siena Heights
then took the ball downfield
and scored their first offensive
touchdown. They tacked on another right before half to make
it 21-0 and did not look back in
the second half, adding another
21 points to their tally.
Senior wide receiver Evan Guckenberger, who led the team
with four catches on the day,

echoed Korfmacher’s thoughts
on the offense.
“We came out pretty strong
in the first quarter with our
first two drives.” Guckenberger said. “We just couldn’t finish our drives. We have to hold
onto the football.”
Senior defensive back Jackson
Bronkema, who led the team
with nine tackles, said one of
the defense’s biggest problems
was the inability to close out
drives with third down stops
and stop Siena Heights in the
red zone.
While the 42-0 loss hurt, the
Trojans seem to have already
put that in the past.
“We watch that film ( from the

game) on Monday,” Korfmacher
said. “It has to happen. Evaluate
it and correct it. Then you gotta get on to the next opponent.
By the time we’re practicing on
Tuesday, (the last game is) far
back in the rear-view mirror.”
Guckenberger and Bronkema
also put emphasis on the team’s
ability to look ahead instead of
dwelling in a past defeat.
“Have a good week of practice,” Guckenberger said. “As
long as we have a positive outlook on our practices and everything we’re doing, we’re good.”
Taylor will now shift their
focus to NCAA Division II opponent Lake Erie, who they
will face Saturday at Turner

Stadium.
Lake Erie, a new opponent
for Taylor football, was added
to the schedule in July.
“They’re not a common opponent of us or any of our opponents,” Korfmacher said.
“We got good film on them
though and they have good
film on us, but first we have
to take care of the ball far better than we did (against Siena Heights).”
The addition to the schedule came after Lindenwood
Belleville dropped its football
program.
Along with gaining a home
game against Lake Erie, Taylor also gained a coach from
the situation. First year defensive coordinator Mike Conway joined the Taylor coaching
staff after Lindenwood Belleville dropped the program.
In his first few months, Conway has already made an impact on the Taylor defense. The
defense ranks 27th of 93 NAIA
Division 1 programs in yards allowed, up from 64th last year.
“He’s been a good addition
to the staff,” Bronkema said.
“He’s got a lot of experience.
I feel like our defense is really
coming along.”
Taylor will kickoff Saturday
afternoon against Lake Erie at
2 p.m. in Upland. The Trojans
will hope to rebound from their
two-game losing streak and improve to 3-3 on the year.
echo@taylor.edu

Volleyball

10/18 Marian University (A) 7 p.m.
10/19 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 3 p.m.
10/23 Bethel University (A) 7 p.m.

Men’s Soccer

10/19 Huntington University 7 p.m.
10/23 Mount Vernon (A) 4 p.m.

Women’s Soccer

10/19 Huntington University (A) 1 p.m.
10/23 Mount Vernon 4 p.m.

Men’s Golf

10/21 Whistling Straits Championship (N) 11 a.m.
10/22 Whistling Straits Championship (N) 9 a.m.

Women’s Golf

10/21 Whistling Straits Championship (N) 11 a.m.
10/22 Whistling Straits Championship (N) 9 a.m.

Football

10/19 Lake Erie 2 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from Taylor
Athletics
Volleyball
10/16 Huntington

Men’s Soccer
10/12 Saint Francis
10/16 Indiana Wesleyan

Women’s Soccer
10/12 Saint Francis
10/16 Indiana Wesleyan

W 3-1

L 1-2
L 0-1

W 3-1
L 0-2

Women’s Golf
10/14 Mastodon Fall Invitational
10/15 Mastodon Fall Invitational

6 of 7
4 of 7

Football
10/12 Siena Heights

L 0-42

Upgrades coming to Taylor athletic facilities in the future
New building is in
funding process
Nathaniel Boer
Staff Writer

The Taylor athletic department is
currently in the process of funding a $12 million athletic facility that will benefit everyone on
campus.
The purpose of this building is
to provide student athletes with
a better quality space to workout
and train. Those who enjoy exercising that aren’t members of an
athletic team will reap the benefits of added equipment in The
Well located in the Kessler Student Activities Center.
“I want to be clear though,
this isn’t just going to benefit the
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An early look at the future athletic facilities.

athletes, I think everyone will be
really excited about this,” Director of Athletics Kyle Gould said.
With the new weight room coming with its own new equipment,
the remaining equipment in The

Well will be supplemented and
replaced with the former athletic equipment. Not only will this
provide better equipment to the
non-athlete, but it will make more
room for those who wish to use

the space.
Within this building will be new
locker rooms for the football and
soccer teams. It will also come
equipped with a weight room that
will be full of not only sweaty student athletes, but new technology
to push them further.
“At the time of the last upgrade to the athletic facilities we
had about 300 student athletes,”
Gould said. “We now have about
500.”
This increase in student athletes at Taylor has necessitated an
increase in the supporting facilities. The current athletic facilities
can only fit about 30 athletes at a
time, whereas the newly planned
weight room is expected to comfortably fit 120.
This building will be more

than an athletic facility. It will
be a place where the athletes
from across Taylor sports will
be joined.
“Already we see an increase in
athletes supporting and watching athletes in the past couple
years,” Gould said.
A primary goal within the
athletic department is to foster
and encourage this community
of athletes within Taylor to provide them with a space to exercise, regardless of their sport.
This new facility is designed
to meet the training needs of
everyone in the athletic department, from the cross country
runners to the football players.
The new facility is planned to
be on the north end of Turner
Stadium behind the end zone.

While there is no definite timetable for the release of the project,
the athletic department has an architectural plan.
The entirety of the upgrades
will be funded through donations,
meaning none will come from tuition costs. The advancement office
is currently looking for a couple of
major donors to make larger gifts.
“It’s really important that advancement is not asking for money,” Leadership Gifts Coordinator
Jonathon Forte said. “It’s if they
(potential donors) have a desire
to bless Taylor, then how we can
be of service to them to fulfill that
desire the best we can.”
The timetable for construction
will be dependent on the rate
of fundraising.
echo@taylor.edu

Women’s soccer takes down Saint Francis on Saturday by score of 3-1
Taylor picks up 10th
win of the season
Caleb Amick
Staff Writer

Taylor women’s soccer defeated
St. Francis Saturday at Turner Stadium by a score of 3-1. The victory
was their 10th of the season and
improved their record to 10-3-1.
Junior Emma Walsh scored the
first goal within the 17th minute
and then a second goal exactly 18 minutes into the first half.
Walsh’s goals were followed by a

goal scored by freshman AC Hardy within the 26th minute of the
game.
In the meantime, the Trojans
did not let up. During the first
half, Taylor maintained possession of the ball long enough to
take 11 additional shots.
Senior outside defender Hannah Waltz said the amount of possession time as well as the efforts
of the defense allowed the team
to stand their ground and keep St.
Francis from scoring any goals in
the first half.
“We really did a good job with
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Women’s soccer netted three goals in the win against St. Francis.

defense, keeping them out of our Waltz said.
half. We were able to possess the
According to Walsh, her two
ball on offense and our strikers goals came about only with the
were able to get into their box,” help of her team.

“Our success really came from
our team as a cohesive unit,”
Walsh said. “This set me up for
two goals.”
This cohesive unit consisted
of every healthy and available
player having some playing time
which included 10 subs and 11
starters.
Walsh said she felt this
was the team’s best game of
the season.
Saturday’s game was also senior night. Waltz and Emma
Walsh, who is graduating early
in May 2020, were among those
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who stood alongside their families
to be honored for their dedication.
Head Coach Scott Stan said seeing the seniors be honored along
with their families, friends and
even fiancés was the biggest highlight of Saturday’s game for him.
During the second half, the Trojans were able to keep St. Francis
from scoring until Hannah Erhardt
scored a goal during the 62nd minute, their first and only goal.
The Trojans however regrouped
and kept St. Francis from scoring
any more goals.
On Wednesday the Trojans suffered a 2-0 loss against Indiana
Wesleyan that dropped their record to 10-4-1.
Despite Wednesday’s loss, the
Trojans hope to finish strong
with only two more regular season
matches left before the Crossroads
League Tournament.
Walsh said she has high hopes
for the rest of the season. She
hopes to end her college soccer
career by helping the team finish
strong. Walsh said by playing for
God and the person playing next
to them, they play their best.
The Trojans will play Huntington on Oct. 19 at 1 p.m. The game
will be at Huntington.
On Oct. 23, the Trojans will face
Mount Vernon in their final game
of the season.
echo@taylor.edu

